Good evening.

I'm Tom Newman, a member of UUSM for about 9 years.  

Tricia asked me to say a few words about why I value and support this congregation. 
 First, I support Unitarian Universalism.  I believe in the principles with all of my heart.  And I believe with all my heart that the world needs us. 
As to this particular wonderful congregation, the services and the people in this congregation inspire me to be a better person.  
It's summarized in our mission statement -- "A religious community of open hearts and open minds, working together to transform ourselves and the world." 

To me, social action is spiritual activity.  Feeling connected to the Universe is great, but it also can be pretty painful, as it is when your child or someone else you love deeply is sick or suffering.  The only thing you can do is try to be there, feel some of that pain, and do what ever you can to try to make things better even if it is only a little.
The work I feel called to do -- in Hebrew it is called Tikkun Olam, or "healing the World" -- can be pretty discouraging.  There is so much to do, and what one person can do seems so little.  This is where the religious community comes in.  For me, the religious part is having faith that together we can make a difference.  This is something I simply have to believe.
The community part is about working together and supporting each other in this work, through the ups and downs of our short time on this planet.
I'll give you an example   As some of you know, since Fall of 2001, I have been working with members of the UUSM Social Action Committee to try to improve signs on the approach to the Hayward-San Mateo Bridge, since it is very easy accidentally to end up on the bridge and have to make an unwanted trip to Hayward.  This has involved writing many letters, the majority of which received no response.  Here's my tenth letter to Robert Haus at CalTrans, from December, 2004:
Greetings, Mr. Haus --

        I was over at the Foster City Costco this afternoon, so naturally my thoughts turned to you.  How are you doing?  I hope you have a happy holiday season, and don't forget that the wish of the Unitarian Universalists of San Mateo this year, as in 2001, 2002, and 2003, is that someday every trip to Hayward will be a wanted trip to Hayward.  

        Will our wish someday come true?  You could make it happen.

        Yours,

        Tom Newman
After another 8 months and many more letters, with the help of State Senator Jackie Speier's office, we finally did get a meeting last Fall with the Chief of the Office of Traffic for CalTrans District 4.
After we had our meeting, Laurie Brescoll, from Jackie Speier's office wrote the following note to Mr. Au-Yeung:
Hello Roland,

     I wanted to thank you for taking the time to meet with Mr. Newman,

his support group, and myself. 
I thought that was a funny way to describe my fellow members of the Social Action Committee, but it is true -- they are my support group.  
So I urge you to support UUSM, so we can continue to support each other as we try to heal this sad and suffering and wonderful world. 

It desperately needs us.

Thanks for your support.

T
